Music at Sweet Briar    
Majors and minors:  Students who major or minor in music explore a broad-based liberal arts curriculum along with a substantial core of courses in Music Theory, Music History, and Applied Music (ensembles and private lessons).  If an advisee is interested in Music as a major or minor, then they should enroll in Elementary Theory I, MUSC 157, as this is a prerequisite for all music history classes and further theory classes.  If your advisee has already studied music theory, then it is possible that she may place out of this class.  Please contact Nick Ross for a placement test (nross@sbc.edu or x6121). 

Students interested in the Music Major should also consider Education classes to achieve certification and/or the Arts Management Certificate.  Students with interdisciplinary arts interests are encouraged to pursue the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree.  Please consult with the Chair of the BFA program, Dave Griffith, for more information.

Non-majors:  Many of the students who participate in our program are Music Minors, and many more are students who choose to participate in ensembles, private lessons, or classes as electives.  Music classes, ensembles, and lessons are open to all members of the college. Most music history, music genre and music theory classes have a prerequisite of Elementary Theory I (MUSC 157).  If you can read music then you should feel free to enroll in this class in the Fall.  For students with more limited musical experience, we recommend Rudiments of Music I (MUSC 107), The Appreciation of Music (MUSC 126), and World Music (MUSC 127). For students with prior music theory experience, or for those who complete a theory class in the Fall, enrollment is possible in genre music classes and history courses: Classical and Romantic Music History, 20th Century Music History, Early Music, Art Song, and Film Music.  If a student has experience in music and is wavering between MUSC 107 and MUSC 157, please have them contact Nick Ross (nross@sbc.edu or x6121). 

Ensembles:  The Concert Choir is a large group that sings for Families Weekend, Christmas Vespers, and in formal concerts; Chamber Choir is a smaller, auditioned ensemble from the larger group and specializes in a cappella repertoire.  The Chamber Orchestra is an ensemble that plays standard concert repertoire in programs each semester. Opera Workshop will be offered in the spring, with students preparing and performing scenes from different operas at the end of the semester. There are also yearly collaborations between music theatre and the music department: please contact Loretta Wittman for details.
Private Lessons:  Sweet Briar College is fortunate to have a number of Artists/Teachers from our area who teach one-on-one lessons in piano, voice and orchestral instruments.  Should your student wish to study another instrument than those offered, please contact Nick Ross (nross@sbc.edu or x6121) and we will try to find a local teacher of that instrument for her.  All these classes require a tuition fee of $450 per semester.  Conducting (MUSC 179) and Composition (MUSC 177) require no fee. 

Scholarships:  The Music Department has a limited number of scholarships to assist students in their musical pursuits, particularly to help underwrite the cost of private lessons. Freshman auditions will take place on August 23, 12:30-2:30 in Babcock 127.  Please look in your orientation binders for more details!

