CHEM 131		Fall 2020
General Chemistry
class meeting times:

MWF 8:30-9:30 am
Babcock Auditorium

Instructor:	Abraham L. Yousef, Ph.D.
Office: 	Guion 223
Phone:		x6197	
email:		ayousef@sbc.edu
office hours:	online only, TR afternoons or by appointment


Course Description
This course is an introduction to chemical principles, and it is open to students having appropriate backgrounds in science and mathematics.  Areas of emphasis include chemical equations and reactions, stoichiometry, kinetics, chemical equilibrium, acids and bases, solubility equilibria, electronic structure of atoms, periodic relationships, molecular structure and bonding, intermolecular forces, properties of solutions, and an introduction to organic chemistry.  Applications of modern chemistry are discussed whenever appropriate and are explored in the associated laboratory course.

Required Materials
Chemistry 2e, available free of charge through OpenStax
Sapling Learning subscription
Scientific or graphing calculator

Grading Scheme
Quizzes	6%	Letter grades may be interpreted as:
A  90-100%
B  80-89% 		D  60-69%
C  70-79%		F  < 60%
	


Homework	10%
Exams	[3]	60%
Final Exam	24%
TOTAL	100%


Description of Graded Items/Categories
· Quizzes: Roughly once a week I will give a quiz designed to give you additional practice with course material.
· Homework: Online homework via Sapling Learning.  Assignments and due dates are available on the course Canvas site.
· Exams: Four online exams will be given during the term, based on the textbook reading, homework, lectures and quizzes.  Exams are open-book, open-note, but will generally have a time limit.  The lowest exam grade will be dropped.
· Final Exam: The final exam will be cumulative but similar in format to the normal exams.

Complete Assignments on Time
Late homework will be penalized 10% for every day (not every class) that it is late.  Late quizzes may be downgraded.  Exams cannot be taken late/past the due date unless previous arrangements with the instructor have been made, and only under extenuating circumstances.

Attendance
Attendance in class is important as it will allow you to see worked-through problems and to ask questions.  If you have to miss a class for health reasons, I respectfully ask that you notify me as soon as possible via email.  That being said, please do not come to class if you have any symptoms of illness (see Health & Attendance Policies on pp 2-3).

Academic Integrity
All students are expected to abide by the SBC Honor Code and accepted standards of academic integrity.  Any suspected act of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be reported to the Chair of the Judicial Committee.  Refer to the Student Handbook for more information.

Class Decorum
I ask that you be respectful during class time and come prepared to listen and to take notes.  You may bring electronic devices to class; however, I ask that you not use these devices for texting, social media or any other non-class related activity.  In addition, please come to class on time; repeatedly showing up late to class is disrespectful and disruptive. Failure to abide by these guidelines may result in a referral to the Dean’s office.

Learning Difficulties
Sweet Briar College is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), as amended in 2008, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you are a student with a disability and wish to request reasonable accommodations, please contact the Office of Accessibility Services accessibility@sbc.edu for an appointment.  Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as soon as possible.

Academic Resource Center
The Academic Resource Center (ARC) is a great resource for those who need additional help beyond the classroom.  Visit https://sbc.edu/academic-resource-center/subject-mentors/
for more information and to schedule an appointment with a subject mentor.

Health & Attendance Policies
 
We can’t be too careful when it comes to the health of our community. The following policies are intended to keep us all healthy and safe, without compromising the good work we are going to accomplish together this semester. Remember that these policies are non-negotiable, and adhering to them faithfully is your duty as a student under the Sweet Briar Honor Code.
 
1.  Take your temperature daily. Doing so will establish a baseline, which will help you notice any spikes or changes. The CDC considers anything over 100.4 degrees a fever.

2.  Don’t come to class if you have a fever, cough, or any other symptoms of illness. Avoid all public areas on campus until you’ve been evaluated by a healthcare professional. See the What to Do If You’re Sick section for complete instructions.

3.  Wear a mask. Masks are required on campus this semester. Students without masks will not be allowed to enter the classroom. Wearing a mask is your responsibility, and absences related to masks will not be excused.

4.  Wash your hands. Upon entering the building, visit the restroom to wash your hands before entering the classroom. If you need to go back outside for any reason, wash your hands upon reentering the building.

5. Maintain six feet of social distance. We are meeting in a classroom large enough to accommodate social distancing. Please leave six feet of space between you and all other bodies in the room at all times.

6.  Leave all personal items on the floor. Besides class materials (notebooks, pens, New Yorker magazines), keep classroom tables and desks clear of bags, laptops, and all other personal items.

7.  No food or drink. Eating and drinking requires you to remove your mask, so neither will be allowed during class. Feel free to keep your own water bottle outside the door.

8.  Practice good personal hygiene. Shower on a daily basis. Wash your masks, bedding, and clothes regularly. We know viruses don’t do well against soap and water, and practicing good hygiene will go a long way for the health of our community.
 
  
What to Do If You’re Sick
 
1.  Don’t come to class. Plain and simple—avoid all public areas on campus until you’ve been evaluated by a healthcare professional.

2.  Email your professor. Your absence will only be excused if you email your professor before class. Your professor will report your absence and illness to Dean Garrett, who will be in touch to help with anything you need and to schedule an appointment with a healthcare professional.
 
3.  See a healthcare professional right away. It’s important that you schedule an appointment right away, even if your symptoms seem minor. A cough or fever can worsen quickly, and it isn’t worth the risk to wait and see if they do.

4.  Complete any missed work online. In anticipation of health-related absences, this class is supplemented with online materials and course content. Check the syllabus, check Canvas, and check in with your instructor to keep yourself on task, if you have to learn remotely for any period of time.

5. Feel better soon! It’s so important to us that you take time to rest and recuperate. Stay in touch, but make sure you are getting plenty of sleep, fluids, and food. Let us know what you need, and we’ll find a way to get it to you.
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